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Preface

In 1936, political cartoonist ].N. “Ding” Darling and President Franklin Roosevelt
organized a meeting of over 2,000 conservationists in Washington, D.C. The event drew in a
crowd of hunters, anglers, garden club members and outdoor enthusiasts to discuss
wildlife and conservation. This group formed the General Wildlife Federation - which
became the National Wildlife Federation (NWF) soon after - to unite behind the common
goals of conservation. Participants in this first conference of NWF returned home
motivated to organize federations in their own states. These affiliate federations became
the backbone of NWF. Affiliates provide governance, vision and the critical grassroots
support for achieving our conservation goals. Each year affiliate organizations and NWF
staff gather for our Annual Meeting - a time of unity and collaboration. During the Annual
Meeting, affiliates and staff work collectively to pass policy resolutions that guide the
Federation’s conservation work both presently and for the future.

This document is a compilation of the policy resolutions passed by the National
Wildlife Federation at their annual meetings since 1975. The document intends to situate
our current missions within the rich history of NWF’s advocacy, as is embodied by our
federated structure. The cover page features the most frequently recurring words
throughout the full text of 48 years of resolutions. Each resolution indicates the date and
site of their approval, which are also indexed at the end of this document. It begins in 1975
as earlier resolutions have yet to be digitized, leaving more room for future staff to discover
NWF’s history.

How to navigate

The best way to navigate this document is to use the Contents section to jump to a
selected resolution by title or by year. If you are curious about what the resolutions
illuminate regarding a particular issue, location, or bill over time, a broader perspective is
accessible by using the index, which starts on page 504, to track the references over the
decades.

How to update

As more resolutions are passed, in order to keep the index updated, the author of
this first edition recommends maintaining a concordance document of key words and
related phrases which can be turned into an automatically updating index. This article
outlines the process.

Finally,

This document was created by Mary Herdelin through guidance from NWF’s policy
teams, with particular thanks to Mike Leahy and Natalie Hodgman, whose vision guided the
final product.


https://www.westernsydney.edu.au/tld/home/how_to/how-to_resources/microsoft_word/how_to_creat_an_index_using_a_concordance_file
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Wildlife-Responsible Solar Energy Development Resolution 2023-08 WHEREAS, the impacts of climate change are serious and are
escalating for wildlife, communities, and the economy; and WHEREAS, solar renewable energy is a technologically and economically
feasible solution and becoming a rapidly increasing part of our energy mix; and WHEREAS, despite some positive steps by certain states,
tribes, territories, regions, cities, and localities, current commitments to renewable energy generation are not sufficient to reach
emission reduction goals; and WHEREAS, solar development is heavily reliant on existing infrastructure and the nation’s current
transmission infrastructure is in dire need of upgrades and expansion to handle increased energy production and demand; and
WHEREAS, a substantial additional build out of renewable energy at a rapid pace beyond what is occurring currently is needed to meet
emission reduction goals and avert calamitous consequences to wildlife and people; and WHEREAS, the infrastructure necessary for solar
development and energy transmission requires an extensive footprint and may include extensive fencing that can fragment and degrade
habitat and wildlife connectivity corridors which often span public, private, and tribal lands; and WHEREAS, recent scientific research has
found that poorly sited utility-scale solar development can negatively impact wildlife populations, connectivity, and surrounding
habitat—including big game migration corridors and winter range on public and private lands—interfere directly and indirectly with
seasonal movements, and irreversibly fragments quality habitats, conflicts with conservation of other species, and disturbs nearby water
resources, aquatic habitat functions, hunting, fishing, other outdoor recreation opportunities, and cultural and indigenous resources; and
WHEREAS, critical habitat in certain locations cannot be developed without irreparable damage to sensitive species and cannot be
recreated elsewhere making it impossible to be mitigated; and WHEREAS, there is ample opportunity for rooftop and other distributed
solar to be built on already developed land that would have little or no impact on wildlife and their habitats; and WHEREAS, historically,
overburdened/frontline communities have not had direct consultation or the opportunity to engage in the permitting process and are
disproportionately impacted by these projects. NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the National Wildlife Federation, at its Annual
meeting assembled June 21-24, 2023, supports regional, city, and local policies that promote the wildlife-responsible development of
renewable energy such as solar including distributed solar to address climate change with priority given where strategic plans exist to
upgrade or expand needed transmission infrastructure; and BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the National Wildlife Federation promotes
policies and practices that ensure that solar renewable energy infrastructure development is done in a manner that is protective of
wildlife and habitat, avoiding and minimizing impacts to wildlife and their habitat, and that takes transmission grid stability into account,
promoting policies and practices including the reviews required under applicable statutes like the National Environmental Policy Act,
National Historic Preservation Act, and Endangered Species Act that protect wildlife, provide opportunities for public engagement, and
blend compatible habitat wherever possible, mitigating for any impacts to wildlife and habitat that cannot be avoided or minimized,
these projects should be durable in nature: meaning the quality of such projects being able to last a long time without becoming
damaged or lost; and BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a focus is given to critical habitats and migration corridors to protect them from
conversion and fragmentation by evaluating alternative sites or design considerations through a least conflict solar siting effort such as
avoiding high value forest, cropland, grasslands, habitat, cultural resources, and sensitive species lands, that drives development away
from critical wildlife habitat and connectivity corridors, and clearly identifies agreeable locations for development through early
collaboration between local and federal solar permitting agencies, developers, and state and federal wildlife agencies; and BE IT
FURTHER RESOLVED that the National Wildlife Federation promotes policies to ensure strategic criteria are developed for least conflict
solar siting so projects on public and private lands are advanced by federal, state, and local agencies and promote appropriate legislation
to avoid or minimize cumulative impacts to sensitive fish and wildlife habitats, water, cultural and indigenous resources, and recreational
opportunities, including the prioritization of solar on built infrastructure, such as parking lots, rooftops, and other distributed solar on
already developed land; and BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that solar be developed involving meaningful early tribal consultation; such that if
tribal historical and cultural values and places are in danger of being irreplaceably lost due to renewable energy development then other
alternatives should be prioritized; and BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that solar projects should be advanced only with the early and thorough
communication and consultation with local, frontline communities and with specific attention to the project’s impacts to environmental
justice communities, ensuring adequate time for review, input and objection to proposed development; and BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED
that utility scale solar energy development alternative design configurations be promoted to allow for the passage of local wildlife and
the protection of habitat or consider dual-use or agrivoltaic alternatives.

Protecting, Defending and Enhancing Revenue for Wildlife and Sport Fish Restoration Resolution 2023-07 WHEREAS, the NWF Mission
envisions “Uniting all Americans to ensure wildlife thrive in a rapidly changing world,” and WHEREAS, in 1937, Congress passed
legislation entitled the Federal Aid in Wildlife Restoration Act (Pittman-Robertson Act), which was the model for the Federal Aid in Sport
Fish Restoration Act (Dingell-Johnson Act) passed in 1950 and amended by the Wallop-Breaux amendment in 1984; and WHEREAS, these
Acts were originally conceived, supported, promoted and continue to be defended by a coalition of sportspersons, manufacturers, non-
governmental conservation organizations, and fish and wildlife agencies; and WHEREAS, the principal purpose of these Acts is to place an
excise tax on firearms, ammunition, sportfishing equipment, fishing tackle, boats, and certain other equipment, and a portion of the gas
tax; and WHEREAS, the funds generated from the payment of these taxes were and are dedicated to the restoration and conservation of
the fish and wildlife resources of this nation; and WHEREAS, these Pittman-Robertson funds are provided to state wildlife agencies for
wildlife conservation and hunter education programs in each state and territory, which in Fiscal Year 2023 totaled almost $1.2 billion;
and WHEREAS, Dingell-Johnson/Wallop-Breaux funds are provided to state fisheries agencies to restore, enhance, and manage sport
fishery resources, the development and maintenance of boating access facilities and aquatic education programs in each state and
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territory, which in Fiscal Year 2023 totaled almost $425 million; and WHEREAS, this landmark user pay, public benefit program has
restored and protected previously threatened wildlife species to healthy and viable populations and contributes to the conservation and
restoration of sport fish species and their habitats. These funds also support connecting people with nature through outdoor
recreational opportunities. NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the National Wildlife Federation, at its Annual Meeting assembled
June 21-24, 2023, will protect and enhance this funding source for decades to come by: addressing loopholes and technology changes to
combat slippage where excise taxes are not collected;

protecting this funding from diversion of its intended uses; and retaining the current dedication of the excise taxes on hunting, fishing,
boating and recreational shooting equipment and motorboat fuel sales for public access and for fish and wildlife conservation purposes.

Principles for Partnering with Tribes and Indigenous Communities Resolution 2023-06 WHEREAS, for generations, federally-recognized,
sovereign Tribes (“Tribes”) and Indigenous communities have wisely stewarded natural resources through their knowledges, cultures,
and practices; and WHEREAS, Tribes have authority to manage wildlife and natural resources on lands within their jurisdiction and have
shared opportunities for management on ancestral lands; and WHEREAS, for over thirty years, the National Wildlife Federation has
supported Tribal conservation efforts and was one of the first national conservation organizations to institute a dedicated program to
partnering with tribes; and WHEREAS, Tribal Sovereignty and Self-Determination are fundamental Tribal rights; and WHEREAS, the
federal government has a trust responsibility to Tribes; and WHEREAS, Free, Prior, and Informed Consent must guide equitable and just
relationships with Tribes and Indigenous communities; and WHEREAS, reaffirmation of Tribes’ federal rights for resource conservation
and ensuring Indigenous communities and organizations have sufficient resources and capacity for policy advancements and on-the-
ground efforts will result in achieving the conservation and climate goals the 21st century requires; and WHEREAS, the National Wildlife
Federation has prioritized three core areas of water protection, food sovereignty, and intergenerational knowledge transmission for our
partnerships with Tribes and Indigenous communities; and WHEREAS, the National Wildlife Federation is committed to a meaningful and
transformational approach to partnerships with Tribes and Indigenous Peoples, and we will conduct our work based on our commitment
to Tribal Sovereignty and Self-Determination. NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the National Wildlife Federation, at its Annual
meeting assembled June 21-24, 2023, reaffirms our commitment to strong partnerships with sovereign Tribal governments and
Indigenous communities; and BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the National Wildlife Federation calls on the conservation community and
federal, state, and local governments to incorporate Free, Prior, and Informed Consent into their approach to conservation work; to
build authentic, collaborative partnerships with Tribes and Indigenous communities based on the five R’s: relationships, respect,
responsibility, reciprocity, and redistribution as consistent with National Wildlife Federation’s Tribal and Indigenous Partnerships
Enhancement Strategy; formalize the incorporation of Traditional Ecological Knowledge into conservation to gain a holistic picture of the
landscape and its importance to everyone’s wellbeing; and use a socio-ecological framework that considers Indigenous cultural values
for species, places, and other conservation values; and BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the National Wildlife Federation calls on the
conservation community to respect, support and ensure Tribal sovereignty, self-determination and the federal trust responsibility; and
BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED that the National Wildlife Federation calls on the conservation community to commit to collaborative, cross-
jurisdictional management of land, natural resources and wildlife that equitably involves Federal, Tribal, State sovereigns, and
Indigenous communities.

Offshore Wind Power for America Resolution 2023-05 WHEREAS, climate change is an existential threat to the nation’s wildlife,
ecosystems, and people; and WHEREAS, carbon pollution from burning fossil fuels to generate electricity, heat our homes, and power
our transportation system is the primary contributor to climate change; and WHEREAS, the United States contributes disproportionately
to global fossil fuel emissions; and WHEREAS, the fossil fuel-driven energy system — and the climate change it has caused — create
disproportionate impacts in low-income communities and communities of color; and WHEREAS, offshore wind is a reliable source of
renewable energy that will increase our nation’s energy security while protecting ratepayers from the energy price spikes that plague
fossil fu